il Target ha'rd.éningfjis the key to protect your
home or business, advises security company

LIESL AH SHENE
IN its local newsletter Port Elizabeth security

company Atlas has warned residents of an in-

crease in copper-pipe theft.

For the last two months, the company has
responded to numerous incidents of copper-
pipe theft in Port Elizabeth. The areas included
Gelvandale, Newton Park, Neave Industrial,
Lovemore Park, Providentia, Walmer, Lor-
raine and Charlo.
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Atlas suggests that homeowners and busi-
ness owners can lessen the risk of theft through
“target hardening”. This refers to methods that
make the home or business more theft resistant
or more difficult to damage.

Strengthening the property’s possible weak
points can make a potential offender’s job con-
siderably tougher and longer — thus providing a
deterrent to crime. In particular, they suggest
owners evaluate interior and exterior lighting

The latest inci-
dent took place last
Wednesday  eve-
ning while Atlas
Security was pa-
trolling in Circular
Drive. The armed
response  officer
spotted a man car-
rying a heavy bag.
The officer trailed

‘Although the theft of copper
pipes may not earn thieves
a lot of money, the damage

they cause usually far
outweighs the value of the
stolen items’

and other physical
security  barriers
like gates and bur-
glar bars, spikes on
high walls, electric
fencing and access
control measures.
Recently, . the
Animal Anti-Cru-
elty League was
forced to tem-
porarily abandon

the suspect until he
reached a well-lit
area and then stopped the suspect to search

. him.

The officer found a bag containing 15 to 20
kilograms of copper piping. The police were
alerted and the suspect was arrested. The pipes
were confiscated.

Atlas says “although the theft of copper
pipes may not earn thieves a lot of money, the
damage they cause usually far outweighs the
value of the stolen items”.

its Spayathon at
the last moment when it discovered its copper
piping was stolen.

According to the League’s Linda-Louise
Swain the theft made it difficult for them to
reach their target.

Her mother, Iris Swain, recently had her cop-
per piping stolen from her residence in
Prospect Road, Walmer. ;
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Thieves target
older homes

“My mother called to tell me
she had no water, so we called a
plumber. When he arrived he in-
spected the house and told us the
copper piping had been stolen.
He informed us that the copper
piping from her neighbour’s
house, which was vacant, had al-
so been stolen,” said Lin-
da-Louise.

According to Lyndi Knoetze,
of Port Elizabeth-based Pieter
Rademeyer Plumbers’ claims
department, a couple of months
ago they would receive about six
callouts a day regarding copper-
pipe theft.

“According to our reports, I
think the theft of copper pipes
has decreased recently but I
have noticed that they have now

moved into the Bushmans area,”
she said. -

Knoetze said it seemed the
criminals would target a specific
area and then move on to an-
other. :

“They (the copper thieves)
mostly target the older areas like
Mill Park, Walmer and Wester-
ing because the nmewer areas’
homes have plastic piping,” she
said.

General Manager of Lloyd’s
Plumbers, Robert Oelofse,
agrees that plastic piping has
helped to solve the problem of
copper-pipe theft.

“We have not received many
calls lately reporting cop-
per-pipe theft. It has definitely
slowed down. I used to get at
least two calls a day,” he said.




